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merged beneath the waters, and that the overflow had carried
destruction to every living creature, from east to west, and from
pole to pole, with the exception of Noah's family and the few
animals that were with him in the ark. The knowledge of later
days has corrected our notions in this respect, by showing that
such an occurrence as a universal submersion of the dry land
could not have taken place within the last six thousand or even
sixty thousand years ; but there are indications that a partial,
though, in itself, an extensive subsidence and submergence did
probably take place in the country surrounding Ararat and the
Caspian Sea, at no distant period of time, destructive, of course,
to all the animal creation within its sphere, unless so far as some
may have been preserved by human exertion. . . . Accordingly,
it has been shown that the Hebrew text of the record of the flood
does not represent and necessitate a belief that the Noachian
deluge was more than a partial or local catastrophe, or that it
prevailed over any part of the earth's surface more extensive
than that occupied by the race of Adam at that early period of
their history, and destroyed them, with the exception of Noah's
family, and the comparatively few species of the animals with
which they were surrounded in that country."

With regard to the philological exegesis of
the passage, I say, from personal investigation,
that a greater mistake and misstatement than the
above were never made in the way of explanation.
The " Hebrew text of the record of the Flood "
both presents the fact, and necessitates the belieft that
the deluge was universal; for it would be impossi-
ble to employ stronger phraseology to express
that fact and enforce that belief. The original
tells us, Gen. 7 : 19, 20, "The totality of the
high mountains (areem} which were under the
totality of the heavens were covered. Fifteen
cubits high (i.c., above the mountains) the waters
prevailed; and the mountains (areeiri) were cov-
ered." Thus the Septuagint reads: " The waters